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The first Midland Genealogical SOCiety meeting 
of the fiscal 2003-04 year will be held Wednesday, 
September 17, in the Lounge of the Grace A. Dow 
Memorial Library starting at 7:00 pm. 

The program "Computer Programs Useful in 
Genealogical Research" will be presented by MGS 
member Walter Bennett Jr. Many MGS members 
use various software to assist in their research. What 
programs are best suited? Which programs provide 
reliable information? What are the costs involved? 
There are obviously many questions. Perhaps the 
program will have answers for you - if not, there will 
follow a question and answer discussion. 

Please come and enjoy a very interesting and 
informative presentation. 

The normal business of the society will be 
conducted after the presentation as well as special 
reports. A proposed amendment to the MGS Bylaws 
will be discussed and voted upon. Refreshments will 
be served at the end of the meeting. 

Please RENEW your MEMBERSHIP before, 
during or after the meeting. 

****************************************************** 

LETTERS FROM BRITISH COUSINS 

A VIEW OF WW II ERA HISTORY 


We have recently discovered more than 60 letters and 
cards written to my mother and brother from cousins 
living in London, England during WW IL Their contents 

Volume XXIV, No.1 

relay the devastation, courage, love and faith in God 
that persons displayed during the bombing of London. 

-
-


These letters are quite unique. As seen in the above 
envelope, the letters were censored Delivery was 3­
4 weeks by ship. Sometimes letters did not arrive 
because the ship was sunk. 

Many of us lived through the war - perhaps as a 
member of the armed forces or as a civilian. In the 
states we remember the rationing, restrictions and war 
bonds as well as the all-out war effort to produce 
planes, ships and weapons. In Britain they 
experienced the horror of constant bombings resulting 
in loss of life and property. 

Hopefully when you read the excerpts from some of 
the letters in the article on pages 8-14, you will be 
reminded of times past and be thankful. 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
Jo Brines 

Itw mi.dr~ ~L~fOr the,. ~-up ofCLlLthe,. a.ct"'wu~fOr the,. MGS yea,r 2003 -2001f. 
(W~t iCjU1lty~~ whent we- 'h.ad-CLlLthe,. ~ove¥" the,.yea,r 20007) I hope- iC ~ bee.t-v C{/ 

fyu..itfu.L.uunmer ~ -w ~ jOm.e/ofyOU'. A~fOr ~ the,.o-tt1y lib-rcuy I hcwe-v~w the­
floyt Library i+'l.tS~. flOWlWe¥" I hcwe-l>ee+'lt ~ta~ of »0/ ~CU1.d.,.putL~~of 
themttathe,. badvofthe,.~CU1.d.,. ~themt~~ »0/ bricJv.wCLlLw Ut-er~ the 
Atlattt""LO O~ 

FrCW\l L~CU1.d.,. I waLoo. ~pr~w1t~~Cl1 
Co--Pr~~t'h.4ryea,r. FYCU1/~~~cat1twri1:e-C{/~ 
but" not" C{/ letter. So-tha.t'waL 00. 01'\eI of »0/ Y~~1£1r. (~~ 
~of»o/~waL~Wce-C{/~) We-waLby to-lhow MGS 
~~~Ct¥I:Y offic.e- C<M'\t 00. ~~ i+'l.tthe,. hope-that: 
othe.n--waL not"{eel.t 1..t1;t'~ i+'l.t tJte, fU;tu.¥e- or offer ~ fOr not" 
~L~at'\! offic.e- tha.t'cat1t 00. ~ Itw t"m;pe.Yetrwe- fOr the,. fu,t"1NYe­
of MGS tha.t'.ww ~ 00. br~.:nto-~ pOliLwrw. /he,ye-CNYeI 
~ of U¥ «&ld".-Lvm.e.-r~7J }t'~a.r0Ut'l.ds w~ to-hdp CU1.d.,. adN~ but" 
we- hcwe- CLlL l€¥Ved- iN\; n.«.m.eY~~OVe¥" the,.y~ CU1.d.,. U- w tllme­
tha.t' n,e,w ~t~ O-Ve-t'. 

We-cUr~ know tha.t't'h.4r w tJte, l.a¢yecw fOr o-ur PR edft'o-r~ Ec;w-~ f.r 
Faye-E~ the:Y hcwe-l€¥Ved-~ fOr {we-yea,r~ ~o-ur 

.ww~ wrop -1'LDt<::h- ccmpa.red-to-~ I hcwe- ye.ctd: To-.NQLhcwe-C{/ tWW~, whi..cJt, 
~w~MGS ~CU1.d.,.c«.ww~ahou.t:25 othe.rM~~~ w~oo.C{/h«iJe 
It:ep bcc..clvwa.riL. 

'8~~ now how YOWcat1tfti1r:.e,. jOm.e/ re4p~ fOr ~yea,r 2 OOIf/S. Itw~ 00. 
w~fOrthe,.~~~i+'l.tJlM'lAMMYto-heor.,y"y~, I'U,~chaNr... o-r ~0"t1t~ 
co-m..mitt"ee-

D 71te-~~~~ not"hcwe-to- mctk.e- OVe¥" 60 p~ cal.4- i+'l.torder to­• 

~~fOr W'\'e-nt ~ If iC wthe,. wWv of MGS ~~to-~e-o-ur g-wup, ~ 
~~by~to-~Ct¥I:Ytype-ofYe1ip~, thet'\ltha.t'~ ~oo.at'\!~ 
withiwthe,. ~fewy~ END OF SERMON!!! 

I do- wWvto-~ C{/ very g-r~"~ yo-w" to-the,.l 6 peepz.e,who­
waL 00." i+'l.t cJuNyg.e:' t'h.4r yea,r. 71te-p~CU11I~ (If people-~C{/ 
~) hcwe- m.et" CU1.d.,. ~(d"ey~~ec"4fOr t'h.4r yea,r. 
T'he,-~W cUwetyl' open,. to-~L01'WfOr~p~Cl-tJ'w, if 
~~~p~conftt.ct"Ct¥I:Y or CLlLof~ 

For ~ofyow who- Wet'"e-' not" tathe,. M~ meet'~ or who- do- not" 
(requet1t"tJte, ~ ccUe.ct"icnt, iC ~ l>ee+'lt moved- ~Aprilt) to­
the,.~ ~n,e,wJPape-r rOO"mt i+'l.tthe,.lib-rcuy. We-v~~ 
mi.M--the,.lP~ofo-ur~M~ROOnttbut"We-CNYeIetd.<:tpL~ 

A few {r~hcwe-b-e..entto-the,.t:emporcuy q~~fOr the,.A Ue-n, 
C~y Li/brC{/ry i+'l.t Ft. WayrLe1 ~ the:Y report how ni.ce- iC wto-«w~ 
the, It"~~ br~~7J. ~CNYeIp~ l440f i-+1{ormca:L01II/fOr 
each-~ tha.t'hdp~01'\eI{i¥uLthe£,r w~~ Even,. tho-wJlv »0/ 
~v~Ol'\I C{/ ~- FYid.ay i+'l.tJ~, the:Y ~iCw~ not"" 
OY~~ 71te-~~w~~ Wauldni'tiC oo.ni.ce- ifthe 
tWW ~L01II/W~aUow fOr opet'tt~? 

I CU11I~fOrwa.rd.-to-~yowOl'\lW~, Sept: 17, 7:00 PM fOro-ur ~ MGS ttted"~ 
J 0- '8 r i/n..tw 

http:p~conftt.ct
http:hcwe-m.et
http:tha.t't'h.4r
http:n.�.m.eY
http:a.r0Ut'l.ds
http:tha.t'.ww
http:Co--Pr~~t'h.4r
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MGS PROGRAM COMMITIEE 2003-2004 


The MGS Program Committ~ led by Nancy Lackie, has been busy assembling a series of programs for the 
fiscal year 2003-04. The Committee assisting Nancy includes Floyd Andrick, 
Terry McCane, Walter Bennett Jr and Joan Somerville 

The programs for the first three meetings (balance of 2003) have been set. 

September 17 - "Computer Programs Useful in Genealogical 
Research" by Walter Bennett Jr., MGS member; 

October 15 - "The Circumstances of Pomp" by Wilma Oiesen, MGS 
member, past President and Secretary; 

November 19 - "Tour of New Historical Society Museum" by Gary 
Skory, Director of Midland County Historical SOciety. 
The November 19 meeting will probably be held at the Carriage House Meeting 
Room in the Midland Historical complex. 

The programs for the 2004 meeting are still being arranged and negotiated. The 
January program appears to be on American Indian genealogical research with 
speaker to be announced. In February, MGS member Quita Shier will present a 
program titled "Warriors for the Union". In March, MGS member Floyd Andrick 
will present a program on how to do oral genealogical research. The April or 
May meeting will have a speaker from Lansing who is an expert on using 
Township records for tracing family histories. 

,.............................................................. . 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BYLAWS 


Ralph Hillman 


The following amendment to the Bylaws, ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS, is proposed: 

The first paragraph will now read: 'The officers of the Society shall be President, Program Chair, Membership 
Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, and two delegates to the Michigan Genealogical council. One or more 
persons may be elected to the office of President. Program Chair. Membership Chair. Secretary. 
Treasurer. and/or Historian provided that the specific duties of each of the co-officers as defined In 
ARTICLE V. are agreed upon and placed in the minutes of the first board meeting follQwlng their 
electiQn. " 

The proposed change is highlighted in bold and underlined. 

The proposed amendment must be brought to the floor during the September meeting, and must be approved by 
two-thirds of the members present in order to take effect. It is open to amendments that diminish the amount of 
change, but not to amendments that increase it or introduce new changes {Robert's Rules, 10 th Ed., 2000, p. 
576}. 

ED's Note: Please see MGS Annual Meeting - May21 , 2003 Summary on page 15. Pertaining to the above, the 
Treasurer should nQt be included because of the co-sharing complications and logistics of the office. 

,.............................................................. . 


The collection of MGS membership dues for 2003-2004 will conclude at the 
September17th MGS meeting. The MGS Treasurer and Membership Chairs have been 
collecting dues since last May, 2003, although there has been no specific request. If your 
dues are not paid by the end of September, this may be the last Pioneer Record you will 
receive. Dues may also be paid by mail to: Membership Chair, Midland Genealogical 
Society, Grace A. Dow Memorial Library, 1710 W. St. Andrews Dr., Midland, MI 
48640. Dues for an individual are $14.00; for a family they are $17.50. 
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MGS MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Loretta Waters, Chair 

As we approach the first MGS meeting of the year, we have only 22 paid memberships for this fiscal year 2003-04 
(July 1,2003 through June 30, 2004). As we ended FY2002, MGS had 112 memberships ( 90 single and 22 
household). 

So we are looking forward to a flood of membership renewals at the first meeting of the year, September 171h 
. 


PLEASE renew - you won't be disappointed. Historically, the September meeting has been when most 

members choose to pay their dues for the new season. This has resulted in long lines, and confusion as 

impatient people leave their money on the table assuming we will know who left the cash. This year, we have a 

new chair, who begs to remind you that she does NOT know who you are yet. In order to avoid the rush, it 

would be very helpful if you would consider paying your dues BEFORE our first meeting. You can either mail 

your dues with your membership form to: 


Loretta Waters, 4110 Washington St., Midland, M148642-3567 

Or mail it tolor leave it at the "in box" in the Genealogy Room at the library. 
That address is on the enclosed form. Loretta would deeply appreciate your 
help. A "Membership Application" is included in this issue of the PR 
for your convenience. 

Midland Genealogical Society lapel pins arrived this summer. They 
look like the logo on our pamphlets, with white background in the center, 
pale green in the outer ring, and gold lettering. In July, the board voted to 
offer these pins as a service to our members, rather than think of them as 
a fund raiser. As a result, they will be available for only $5 each. They will 
be available for sale at the end of the September 17 MGS meeting, and 
at all subsequent meetings. 

For those who would like to purchase a pin, but cannot join us at meetings, 
they can be ordered for mail delivery. Due to an anonymous donation of 
postage stamps, shipping will be only $1.00 (to cover the cost of a little 
padded envelope). Please send orders, accompanied by a check for $6 
made out to Midland Genealogical SOCiety, to: 

Midland Genealogical SoCiety 
Grace A. Dow Memorial Library 
1710 West St. Andrews 
Midland, MI 48640-2698 

A complete membership list will be published in the November 2003 issue of "Pioneer Record', At 
that time, please read your information carefully and notify us of any incorrect or missing information, 
especially your e-mail address. 

I can be contacted at: <ljh2o@chartermi.net>. 

TREASURER'S REPORT - Ron Snyder, Treasurer 

The present MGS fiscal year begins 1 July 2003 and ends June 30, 
2004. There obviously has not been much financial activity this 
summer other than the paying of dues. 

As of 1 August 2003, the account balances are: Operating 
Checking: $1479.11; Money Market: $3881.47; and CD: 
$2500.00. Thus total MGS assets to date are $7860.58, 

The budget for the fiscal year 2003-04, which was approved at the 
MGS Annual Meeting on 21 May 2003 is presented on page 5. 
The table also includes a summary of the income and expenses for 
the past fiscal year. 

PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
***************************************************************************************************** 

mailto:ljh2o@chartermi.net
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MGS 2003-04 Budget & 2002-03 Financial Status 
. A summary table of the 2003-04 BUDGET and the financial status of the Midland Genealogical 

Society for the past year (2002-2003), presented by new Treasurer Ron Snyder and previous Treasurer 
Dave Russel, follows. The next MGS fiscal year is from July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004. 

INCOME EXPENSES 
Actual Budget BUDGET Actual Budget BUDGET 
02-03 02-03 03-04 02-03 02-03 03-04 
******* ******* ******* ******* ******* ******* 

Dues 1354.50 1625.00 1647.00 Book PurchaseslLibr 600.00 600.00 600.00 
Interest Misc. Expenses 

Interest-CD 73.96 75.00 75.00 Brochures 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Interest-Chk 11 .21 25.00 12.00 Miscellaneous 24.48 8.00 0.00 

Interest-MM 38.71 45.00 40.00 Member Memorial 27.50 25.00 25.00 
Total Interest 123.88 145.00 127.00 Membership Committ 367.31 75.00 25.00 

Misc. Income Officers Expenses 21.87 35.00 35.00 
NARA 114.00 100.00 100.00 NARA 114.00 100.00 100.00 
Research 246.46 250.00 250.00 State Fees 10.00 11 .00 10.00 
Misc./Donations 344.60 0.00 177.00 Research Expenses 13.39 45.00 20.00 
Memorials 0.00 0.00 0.00 Total Misc Exp 578.55 299.00 215.00 
Total Misc. Income 705.06 350.00 527.00 Mich. Gen. Council 

Council Dues 23.20 28.00 28.00 
CouncillBrd Mileage 140.50 130.00 250.00 
Total MGC 163.70 158.00 278.00 

Seminars, Programs Seminars, Programs 
Seminar Fees O.OC 0.00 0.00 Facility Expenses 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Speaker FeesfTravel 0.00 0.00 0.00 
First Family Income 80.00 50.00 50.00 First Family Expence 0.00 0.00 0.00 

MGS Pins 0.00 0.00 600.00 MGS Pins 556.50 0.00 600.00 
Total Sem, Prog 80.0( 50.00 650.00 Total Sem, Prog 556.50 0.00 600.00 

MGS Book Sales MGS Book Expenses 
Adv/Postage/Misc 16.21 30.00 20.00 

Obituary Books #1 125.00 150.00 100.00 Obituary Books #1 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Obituary Books #2 332.00 350.00 200.00 Obituary Books #2 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Book "Midi Pioneers" O.OC 0.00 0.00 Book "Midi Pioneers" 0.00 0.00 0.00 
16.21 30.00 30.00Total MGS Books 457.0(J 500.00 300.00 Total MGS Books 


Pioneer Record
Pioneer Record 
366.60 384.00 350.00Subscriptions 13.75 12.00 12.00 PR Postage 

PR Printing 815.19 663.00 810.00 
PR Other 14.82 103.00 100.00 

Total "PR" 13.75 12.00 12.00 Total "PR" 1196.61 1150.00 1260.00 
MGS Meeting Expenses 

Room Rent 200.00 225.00 200.00 
Program Expenses 125.00 200.00 200.00 
Hospitality 12.64 20.00 10.00 

Total MGS Mtg. 337.64 445.00 410.00 

3449.21 2682.00 3393.00TOTAL INCOME 2734.19 2682.00 3263.00 TOTAL EXPENSES 

Plus Prepaid 2002-03 Dues 375.00 INCOME less EXP -715.02 0.00 0.00 

Balances June 30, 2003 Balances July 1, 2002 
1208.89Checking Account 1661.58 Checking Account 


Money Market Acct 3768.80 Money Market Acct 3881.47 

Certificate of Deposit 2500.00
Certificate of Deposit 2500.00 

TOTAL 7590.36TOTAL 7930.38 

The actual and budgeted amounts are based on income and expenses for both operating and money-market accounts of the 
MGS. Most items are self explanatory. The budgeting process is complicated by \he MGS book and pin sales since costs are absorbed in 
one year while sales may occur for several years. The 2003-04 Budget was approved by the MGS membership at the May, 2002 annual 
meeting. Questions concerning \he finances will be answered at Ihe Sept. 17,2003 meetrng. 
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MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL COUNCIL REPORT 

Kathy Bohl and Colleen Bennett, MGC Delegates 


The National Genealogical Society honored Carole Callard, genealogy specialist at the Library of lVIichigan, 
with the 2003 P. William Filby Prize for Genealogical Librarianship at it's annual conference in Pittsburgh on 
May 30, 2003. 

The following announcements were made : Michigan Death Records have been filmed by the Utah 
Genealogical society and will be posted on the LDS website. The Historical Society of Michigan is requesting 
nominees for its annual History awards in the following categories - Restoration & Preservation; special 
programs; local societies ; professional service ; media; and business & institutions. Contact Executive director 
Larry Wagennar at <wagenaar@hsmichigan.org> 

MGC is sponsoring a FREE seminar on Saturday, October 18, 2003 at the Library of Michigan in Lansing. This 
all day seminar is part of Family History Month activities. Reservations are required . Further details are given on 
page 17 and the in the form included with this issue of the Pioneer Record. 

***************************************************************************************************** 
Books Added to Shelves of Midland Room, Grace A. Dow Memorial Library 


During Period: April, 2003 - August, 2003 

........._ ...... ,. ... _ ....................................._ •••_. _ ••• ,.,. •••••• _ •••••__••••••••_ •••••• _ •• _ ••••••••_._••• _ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• H ••• _ ...._._ .... . 


Farmington Township Cemeteries 1824-1998 Hudson Mowhawk Genealogical & Family Memoirs 
FGS/Lancaster 929.577438 Reynolds 929.3747 

Farmington Township Obituaries - Vol 1 & 2 Soldiers of the Revolutionary War Burled in 
FGS/Oakiand 929.577438 Vermont 929.3743 

Nutmegger Index: to Non Alphabetical Articles & Revolutionary Soldiers in Kentucky 973.34 
Subject to the CT Nutmegger - Vol 1-28 

Mayflower Source Records 929.37448 Ullmann 	 929.3746 
Descendents of Signers of the Declaration ofMonroe County MI Birth Records -Vol 1 929.377432 

Independence - Vol 1 pyne 973.313 
Virginia Historicallndexy Swem 929.3755 

Greenville, SC - Index of Land Acquisitions, 
The Barbour Collection VoI20,47-5 929.3746 Patent Land Survey 1770-1820 929.3757 

Gazateer of the State of New Jersey 917.49 Presque Isle Co., MI Cemeteries - Bearinger & 

Founders & Patriots ofAmerica ­ Index 369.12 
Belknap Townships - Vol 3 & 4 929.5 

***************************************************************************************************** 
ANNUAL REPORT TO GRACE A. DOW MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


July 1, 2002 - June 30, 2003 

Jo Brines 


For the year beginning July 1, 2002 to June 30, 2003, there were about 1800 visitors who signed the 
registration book. We (volunteers) actually counted over 1100 people using the references, equipment, etc. 
while we worked. Two groups of people visited, including 12 visitors from Isabella County and a group from 
the DAR workshop, both occurring on a Saturday. 

Some visitors were from 51 different Michigan cities beyond the Midland County area. Other visitors came 
from 16 different states plus a man from Germany who was in this country for a 1OOth consecutive family reunion 
in St. Clair County (with MGS member Ruth Ann Casadonte). 

Volunteer hours given by the regulars and/or subs totaled approximately 800; plus hundreds of uncounted 
hours given by our unnamed, unofficial volunteers. 

***************-************************************************************************************** 

YULE SEA (EspeCially for us computer "freaks") 	 It makes shore I due things write, as sure as knight an day. 
Four, you'll never no when spell checker will help you two 

Eye half a spell checker, it same with my pea see. sum weigh! 
It plainly marks four my revue, mistakes I cannot sea. 

From: Kinship Tales, volume 11, No. 2 (Reprint from Ster1ing HeightsI've run this poem threw it, I'm shore your pleased too no. 
Gen. Soc., Vol. XI, No.1)

It's letter perfect in it's come, my checker tooled me sew . 
••••••• ••••••,.., ....... ,.., .... ............,.., •••••••••••* ..........................................,.., •••••••••••••••.•••••• 


mailto:wagenaar@hsmichigan.org


September 2003 Pioneer Record Volume XXIV, No.1 P 7 

NATIONAL GENEALOGY SOCIETY CONFERENCE IN THE STATES 

Pittsburgh, May 28-31, 2003 


Ralph Hillman, CGRS 


As usual the annual conference of the National Genealogical Society was well attended with some 2,000 
persons in attendance. It is easy to see in such an event that genealogy is a passion for many people. 
With five lecture periods each day and each lecture period having nine simultaneous sessions, there were 
many choices to be made. General topics included Census Records, Methodology, New Approaches, 
Immigration, Ethnic topics, Pennsylvania and Ohio Research, Migration, Repositories, and Church Records. 
In addition there were workshops for various genealogical computer programs, land platting, abstracting, and 
data collections at Ancestry.com. 

I attended eighteen lecture sessions during the four-day period. I generally pick topics of interest to me with 
speakers that I know are good, but I always select a few speakers that are new to me to check them out. 
Several traditional speakers were there, such as Lloyd Bockstruck of the Dallas Library, Curt Witcher of the 
Allen County Library, Jim Hansen of the Wisconsin Historical Society, Kathleen Hinckley, author of several 
guidebooks, Elizabeth Shown Mills, former editor of the NGS Quarterly, and Jim and Paula Warren, 
professional genealogists. A few new ones also caught my eyes this year: Amy Johnson Crow and Stella 
Colwell I'll say more about them below. 

There were two topics of special interest to me this year: copyright issues and genetics. Copyright was a hot 
topic for several sessions involving web-sites, publishing, and client reports. Cyndi Howells (CyndisList.com) 
in her talk on "The Internet for Genealogy: Setting Straight the Myths and Misconceptions" emphasized 
the necessity to ask before you copy something from someone's web page. "Just because it is your family 
doesn't mean you can copy the research and call it your own." Give credit where credit is due. 

Sharon DeBartolo Carmack in her talk on "Who Owns the Client Report?" described the court case she and 
co-author Roger Joslyn were involved in when they produced a two-volume all-my-ancestor study for a client. 
He sued them because he mistakenly believed he owned the copyright on the study he commissioned. 
Copyright law - see www.loc.gov/cooyright - states that only the author of a work can claim a copyright. In a 
"work made for hire" the employer can claim the copyright, but then the employee has all the benefits of 
employment including social security. In addition a preliminary agreement must be made that the work will be 
considered a work made for hire. 

Another topic of interest to me was genetics. Matthew Kaplan, a doctoral candidate under Dr. Bruce Walsh, 
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the University of Arizona, presented a talk on the Y 
chromosome for genetic matches between males. The Y chromosome is passed down from father to son 
and provides evidence for surname relationship for many generations. There are many surname societies that 
are utilizing this test to prove descent from a common ancestor. A similar test for female lineage is 
mitochondria or mtDNA that provides evidence of maternal ancestry for both males and females. Donn 
Devine and Anita Lustenberger described this genetic marker. 

Amy Johnson Crow gave two lectures on research in Ohio Records and records available at the Ohio 
Historical Society in Columbus - see www.ohiohistorv.org.This society has many records available on line. 
These include an index to Ohio prisoners during the Civil War, major Ohio documents (such as the Northwest 
Ordinance) , images of photographic holdings, and scholarly articles on Ohio history. 

Stella Colwell of England's Public Record Office, now called The National Archives, described records 
available online at their web site - see www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. The Historical Manuscripts division will be 
joining the National Archives and will provide access to many private collections of manuscripts including an 
index of manorial documents. The 1901 census is online at the web site. If you have English ancestry, you 
must browse their web site for several exciting records now available. The National Archives only saves about 
two percent of the records generated over the past 1,000 years, but there are still ten million documents on one 
hundred miles of shelving at the archives at Kew. 

This is just a sample of the several talks that were of interest to me. Of course the exhibit area was of 
interest also. Over one hundred exhibitors had books, CDs, software, and gadgets of all kinds to assist in 
genealogy. Many genealogical societies, national and regional, had booths to describe their services and 
publications. All in all it was a fruitful experience. If you have never been to a national conference, why not 
plan to attend one soon? 

***************************************************************************************************** 

PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
***************************************************************************************************** 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
www.ohiohistorv.org.This
www.loc.gov/cooyright
http:CyndisList.com
http:Ancestry.com
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LETTERS FROM BRITISH COUSINS - A VIEW OF WW II ERA HISTORY 
By Earl A. Ebach 

We have recently discovered more than 60 letlers and cards written to my mother and brother from cousins 
living in London, England during WW II. Their contents relay the devastation, courage, love and faith in God 
that persons displayed during the bombing of London. 

My mother's father and mother immigrated to the U.S. in 1882, probably fleeing the plague that took three of 
their four young children. They settled first in Freeland, Michigan where my grandfather's father, brothers and 
sister lived and farmed. Within a year they moved to Saginaw where my grandfather could find employment. 
My mother was born in Saginaw. Most of my grandfather's family (surname Buck) had immigrated to the U.S., 
but my grandmother (surname Barrett) left behind her parents and two sisters and their families. She missed 
her family and corresponded with them regularly. When she passed away in 1933, my mother continued the 
correspondence, especially with two cousins, Sarah Barrett Martin Westley and Florrie Barrett Martin Lamb. 

During the war years the mail was censored, so very little could be said concerning what was happening - but 
you can often read much between the lines. It is interesting to see how people talked - what they said in letters 
- British colloquialisms. For example: "queer" means sick or ill. The letters also relate the history of the times. 
The following are excerpts from many of the letters. 

12 December 1933 Sarah 
II'1.I~eYro-your~ 

I~ed.-~~w~ 
t:he,,~newjo-ofyour Mother. 
We.-CLt"""e.- a,lL w-~~d«L 
not" lay & ~ for wee1c1r-cw 
d.ear o{d, wuL ~~ hadt her 
LI..+'t1.e.-01'l/~~ Sne-w{a¥ 
better off 1'l.OW. ItJryour z.o.w but" 
her ~ p~g.we.-our 
Wmp~ ro-Vea.¥ Un.cle-& a,lL 
t:he" rest" of~. 

My grandmother, Charlotte Barrett 
Buck, died 1 Dec. 1933. 

5 March 1936 Sarah 
WINS' W#pri4te<L ro-hear 

how Un.cle-Vidv hadt l.e:It" h4­
waL: It: ha.,r~ ~fai.,t­
b-eatme.t1t"a(t:ey yowhaNe.­
hdpecL-ro-keep ~w-~ 
for your d.ear Mother ~ 
f~. 

Sorry ro- hea-r thaCyow 
CLt"""e.- w-queer. Yow~~of 
your~ tlope.- whe+1l we.-~ro­
wanne-r weather will-be- better. 

P~yowhaNe.-a/ 
mdi..o: Ajo-yow~, i4 
w~ T1-l.e.-~ oft:he" 
Ki-tv;fjo-~~wcw~ VuL 
yow heat- t:he" new K~~~ 
~S~7 

My grandfather, Richard W. Buck, died 
16 Dec. 1935. 

2 May 1936 Sarah 
Yow do-~ ro-be- o-ne.- of 

t:he" ~~ TYO"tihle.- a,lL 
~&Jx:uL.~cwwclL 
NeNeY /'I1.i.tuL d.ear o-ne.- - cltee.-r- up. 
It'jo-a/ ~~thaC~ t\O" 

~ 
I k¥ww jlMlt" how yowfeci 

cLbour ~ro-t:he"~ 
~~~A~~bee.ttv 
w-queer, I ~01'l/ ~ OWI'4 but" 
li.k..e.-yow, whe+1l I haNe.-~ 
t:he,,~~~~whuhwMa/&P~ 
GY~& GYCM'ldpa/ - (e.cl.teNeY 
w-~better. 

f~ yowt'hutktt:he" 
K~~ li.k..e.-your Un.cle­
Arthur. 

King Edward VIII abdicated throne on 
11 Dec. 1937 to marry American 
divorcee Wallis Simpson. King George 
VI assumes throne. 

31 March 1937 Florrie 
tlowwyour~jo­

t1.e«¥it'w7 I "hope.- better ~ 
~the¥e.-do~t1/t 
~ any ye.cU; euye.. for it:, Alice, 

wet'\t"ro-~~for~ 
forufor~-~~hadt 

~~elltofu-w-~ 
we.- et-Ye.- a/poor o{d, lot; We.-~ 
haNe.- a/ good-~whew we.- CLt"""e.­

Dy~ro-hdp eadvothe¥ - t:hta 
~ IA¥ up & we.- C<M'"ry 01'l/ 

~ 
T1-l.e.-S~~ be-cv,.vft,« 

i-t1JM~ It:~thaC 
eNeryo-ne.- i-t1J a,lLpa.t't¥ oft:he" 
worl.ti- CLt"""e.- i-t1J a/ ~ofun.r~ 

22 April 1937 Sarah 
I do-hope.- we.- don:t: m.aJ<.e,. 

~&~~It:w 
"tetYr.:bW. We.-~ cLbour ct: 

Yow will-be- lOrry ro- hea¥ 
flo- wvery queer ~ T'hit1Jc; 
herjob- wro- ha.,rd" 01'l/ her but" --. 
Vo-nJt: k¥ww wna.t-ro-do- cw~ 
~~ro-Uve.-& her ~w 
~herfor~~wor1v. 

King George V died 20 Jan. 1936. ( continued on page 9 ) 
King Edward VIII assumed throne. 
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7 June 1937 Florrie 
Sorry I haNe" beent l& 

~i-fl/CU1MU~your letter 
~ haNe" beentfyO»t/~to-iN' 
COl'W~Tlom.e-CW~~ 
~haNe"iN'~ofair 


be{oret~ba.dvto-w~ - I 

fed" m.«.eh-better IWW. 


I haNe"~O"V\I~ 


~~beentto-Tl~~ 

H.cwe" to- $if&tom.orYow to- ffi;lrl 

t:'h.b ~~& haNe" llf to­

come.-out: 


A~we" {.we" Yi.fJht 

i-fl/ t:'h.b ~ofLcm,d.on, we" 

d.uit1Jt ~CU'l:Y oft:'h.b wo-n.d.e¥fuL 


~~~t:'h.b 
C~Wl1!. A~we,,~wcwjlMit 
to-~ u-v. /he,- we.athe.Y wcw 
~ We"haNe+'lftfcl.tup to­

~about" or p~ i-fl/iN' 
C¥OW~ l& we" haNe" to- cwend- t:'h.b 
~&~ liJ<.e,.you,,~O"V\I 

.~~ 
I hope- to- retunlt to-£he" 


~ very ~ IWW. fhe¥v I 

a.on:t~m«eJt,~CW~ 

~ 1M'"e" very ~ - W;wt at" 

eUjht ocloclv i-fl/£he" ~ ­
we" a.on:t ~ t'tUt8 at"..wjht"- 9 

ocloclvO"V\lS~l-' - i1:~ 

I'J'te/ be1,t" pCt¥tofCU'\I 'hau.r to-~ 


~ l&you" ~ I a.on:thaNe" 

m«eJt, !p~t'~ 


Coronation of King George VI on 13 

May 1937. 


2 August 1937 Florrie 
I haNe" had,. aUt ~ Ledh 

out l&{Ut.it i1: iN' bit"cii{fLc.«11: to­
eed: Tl~ to- haNe" ~ fr;i4e.­
~ i-fl/CLbout;t'hree-~ 
t'~ I thi.t'lJvto-~foVv~ 
da:Yl-'~~iN'lcLofo-~ 

I wor10 i-fl/ iN'13cUc.e¥'l-'Shop 
- bread.-& ~ 1M'"e"t:'h.b chief 
~we,,~ 

Al.ic.e-& I haNe" beent 
~~ i-fl/ £he" PCt¥1v aUt 
~cwi1:~ beentl& 
lovely i1: ~iN'~to-~ 
~whewi1:wl&~ 

8 June 1938 Sarah 
We,,~oo,p~ 

w"he.tv t:'h.b COt.U'\tryl-' haNe" 

~1<J~&~ 
dowl1/~i-fl/p~ I wande.t­
if i1: walt 00, i-fl/ our t'~ ()Yle­

~ourlov~~~aty~ 
ofi1:cUL 

21 November 1938 Sarah 
We"a.U, wcw very p~ 

w"he.tvthe-~wcwov«. ~ 
i1: up~eNery01'W'& aUt t:'h.b 
~ 

Ev~~qLUet:­
vw- o-cu;ie.; -vw-~. Let" hope­
~walt~up ~few 
wee4. 

British Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain negotiated an Appeasement 
Treaty with Hitler avoiding war Sep 1938. 

6 January 1939 Sarah 
We,,~~«~ 

q~~ i-fl/yO1M'" Ut¢ letter. 

2 March 1939 Florrie 
I d"idnJt ma.ke- iN' good­

~~yea¥ - haNe" beent~ 
5 weeks- w(.th,Rhe«.mat'1M*& 
LIM'"'M't~.a"'t.~ -~weUt~ 
~ haNe" vw- vo-i.<». 

It ~you"thi.t'lJv 
.wmet'LttUWt'ha£ i1: w~to-feel 
t:'h.b ~~haNe"p~O"V\I 
before" Ui' haNe" beent !p1M'"~~ 
very tM4J'{iWt'~ cwaUtt:'h.bnewl-' 
t:odct.:Y w~~WIM'" & 
i4pyo~. I a.on:t yea.dt I'JW.C.h 
oft:'h.bP~~~ I do-~ 
what wto- 00, i-fl/ Life- for ea,c.h, of 
Ui'walt~ We"ccut!t~ it; l& 

tJuwefor"e" I ~ i1: W up to­
eNery01'W' to- ma.ke-~~of 
tJuwe" life" & to- hclp ea,c.h, othe¥ to­
oo,cwhappy & ~cwwe" 
CCUlti-fl/01M'" ~& wne.nw« we" 
wor1v. -- c~~foVv 
~more,,~thaw 
ot'hen-~ we" aUt haNe" 
~to-oo,~for. 

Al.ic.e-& I come.-~w 


01M'" ~ l.ttf.e., ~& {eclt 

q~~~cwwe,,~l& 


happy togetherj~~ 

~~otheY iN'help~ 

~ 


We" ~ very btA..cJ<.ed,. to­

hea.¥ C~Ji-mtw~wel4 

nJ,f,...,....tit.n~k;. , rln~'n'Ltt-nV" hr."" 

p~out for iN' Nu¥~ 71ta.t' 
~ 00, iN' wo-n.d.e¥fuLjoy i-fl/l.i.fe­
to-y~ 00, iN' hclp to-lM'l.Other 
lOtW i-fl/ petit1l & l«/fe¥iwJ'. 
w~~ God-Speed- i-fl/ ~ new 
work-. 

10 September 1939 Sarah 
I haNe" t1.Ot" beent weUt ­

i4 ruwve"o-oubie.- - l& I ca,m.e.­

CtMJ~ for iN' ~ the.t1" ~~ 
w ~& t;o{d; I'J'te/ to-~ CW I 
wcw ~~outofL011.Clc-l'l/. 

/hey C<M\I ~ & 
look; afte,y ~~ fhe:y 
haNe" iN' good- air I'"CL£d., ~ 
at~I~i1: 
~fortJtem,~a,s 
chc;uy~ ~& lamp. fhe:y 
had,. air ya.idt w~Ut¢ 
wee1v & ~ Wet'1..L ~ i1: & feU 
~. 

We" haNe" iN' ~w~e" 
I Ct#1I ~iwJ'. /hey ~ very 
~ people-l& I Ct#1I ~& 
comfy. I a.on:tktww w~~ 
9'i¥w~at"p~-~~ 
~~j~ 

Walt ~ - k.in.dt love" to­
aUtfyomt aUtof~ VonJtworry 
- th.it11v of t:'h.b () Yle- above" & etMv 
for h4-help to-~~ 

Yourdea¥C~ 

( continued on page 10 ) 

http:i-fl/l.i.fe
http:btA..cJ<.ed
http:to-ma.ke
http:oft:'h.bP
http:weeks-w(.th
http:Lcm,d.on
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Hitler invades Poland 1 Sep 1939. 

Britain, with allies, declares WAR on 

Germany 3 Sep 1939. 


20 October 1939 Sarah 
P~yOWcu-e-~ID 

get" ycuiio- ye:portl-~ U hclp}' ~ 
tU1t.w ~~~the--n.ew~ 
Only ~it}-tn~for~ 
of~ ~~~we-CCLt'\Ido­
W 'Py~ & w.Jv the-- Lor~tn!JiNe-~ 
~&hclp~iN\;~ 
tv~L~ 

I CLtttt ~out"ofLo-ndo-nt 
CNbour 60 ~out: Va- rtot" 
know whe+'l! I CLmt y~ 

We-ktww how yow~ 
keepitujr ktwwitujryow willt rtot" be. 
~tn!JiNe-~~ n.ew~ Va­
"hope-p~GcnL~ willt lOOnt 00 
over. 

31 October 1939 Sarah 
J c,t.ft cvfew ~ iN\; ~ 

yowciid,. rtot"get" ~~one.-~ 
i..t'l.I~~L~We­
cu-e- rtot"tn ~ 
~~~we-CCU'\.ldo 

W tn keep ca,lm, & l.ool0 up tn the-­
one- CLbove- for hclp. 

Mc,t.ft rtot" t1:!.1Lyow~ 
~n.ew}'.wwillt~w~ 
love-tntU1t - {yO"m/ tU1tyour ~ 
C~iN\;f~ 

17 April 1940 Sarah 
Y~yowcu-e- rUJN: -~~ 


~tnoopyoud.-oftn 


haNe-cv ~ (;CWeIfor h4­
peopZe,..w l.on{r: We- couUdo 

w~cv few rn.ore-liJ:.e,. ~ 


W~flo-ww~ 
~~y~the--St:aff.w­
~~tn l.ecvve-~wee1v­
ev~~w~howe-\le¥ 
~~t"YUw. I tmd.- he+'" rtot" 
tn worry ~GcnL cUw~}, loo4 
aftey~ow~ 

6 June 1940 Sarah 
We-ofte,ttt ~CNbour 


yow& I ~tnyour othe¥ 

C~ - WeU"clea¥ f~ 


cUw~}, yem.em1.xw}' ~ iN\; her 

Py~enr-& GcnLw~ 

21 June 1940 Sarah 
Vea-rRi.<:Juu-~­

( continued from previous page) 

Your C~&~~w~yow 
every ~~$JOcnL l«.clv. 
tlope-aUt~weU,,~~· 
~L~ICLmI 
w~what" the-- end". willt 
be-. WeU" cUL we- haNe-tndo- Wtn 
keep ~& "hope- iN\;t:he­
LorcL GcnL hle-.wyow& keep yo-w. 

France surrenders 22 June 1940. 
Bombing of Britain begins. 

3 July 1940 Sarah 
J U¢cv l.i.tw- tn let"yow 

know we- cu-e- tU1t weU" tiuYitujr 
~~L~A}'yow 
know I ~t1:!.1Lyow 
~ Hope-yow& fi:;un4y 
~wel.L GcnL hle-.wyowal.L 

14 August 1940 Florrie 
S~~t"cULweU,,~ 

~~ We- d..oTht" know what" tn 
wu;;iI<..e-ofhe+'" atal.L She-~ID 
00 baffl..i..w.rthe--Voct"or ~welL 

T~~ very diffi..<;«li; 
tnUve- i.t1.s but" ~~ rtot" 
a,ppea-r tn worry ~ cibo-ut 
the-- wcu-. 'But" ~ULyow CCU'\.I 

t'W\Ier t1:!.1L what" W iN\; ~ 
~ 

We- haNe-h.a.d,.cv gWr~ 
~~yea-r. Som.et-'~u 

~the--~ bu.r y~ ofhope­
we- haNe- beew ~e¥\Iwf:he, 

bea«t"'t.{ult~ A~ 
~ we- haNe- w rn.uclvtn 00 
~for whe-ntwe-loo1v 
~&~how ~poor 
~~~ 

Lon- ofpeopZe,. ~pCM'te<i: 
My bY&the¥'}' boy ~be.ewaw~ 
from; "hom.e- t'\..€.aY~ cvyea-r - - h4­
Mothe¥ wvery ~cWout 
"hit-w. 

A}'yow~, we- CCU'\.I tU1t 
rem.ember eadvothe¥ iN\; our 
Py~enr-& tvc,t.ft GcnL tn~~ 
thr~the-- d.cw1v hour}' U¥lt"""~ 
at~we- aUt 01'\Ce' m.ore.- e¥ljoy 
'Peace-& what" cv wowier(i.U.t ~ 
tha;t' willt be-. M~ u 00 ~ 
~eve¥\lwe-c:ia¥e-~ 

"Blitzkrieg of London" (intensive 
bombing) from 7 Sep - 2 Nov, 1940. 

21 October 1940 Florrie 
We- lUre-cu-e- haNitujr~ 

~L~M~w..<L 
~cu-e-hctp~ SCU-AA 
~ rtot" bee-tv~ tn get" out: 
A~waw~ from; m.e--~~ 
w~ .w illt whe+'l! we- h.a.d,. our 
~~ It"w~~cv 
~ U ma.de- he+'" he.ct¥t ba.d.t .w 
~w~~w~~ 

I CLtttt ~ULat~ I ~ 
over tn ~ bro-tJ,e,r'}' Mt:er at 
~L~ It" waUtvery w..<L& 
awfultfor everyone.-tn 00atWcu­
& how we- cUL ~for 'Pe.a.ce-: I 
CLtttt lUre-yow~ very worried­
CNbour ~ but" u wn.i<;e.- tn know 
yowcu-e-py~itujrfOr our ~. 
T'hct:t" waUt we- CCU'\.I do- W tn tJrU¢ 
iN\;GcnLfor our de.liNerCLt'\C.& 

I CLtttt Jt'UL out"of 
employmet'\t: 

fd.i.e-'}' ~~ be.e.t't 
"hom.e- 01'\1 7 ~}'~ He­
j~ iN\;t:he- PiOn.eer Corp. 

I d..oTht" know ifSCU-AA 
~tmd.-yow but"Willt~ beew 
rutd.e¥~~~the-­
Air R~but"~~iN\; 
CNt'\.Othe.r fla;t" t'\..€.aY ~ 'B ut" aUt 
~ haNe-wor~for for yean­
~ g<»w' iN\; cv IWjht: 

6 November 1940 Sarah 
Who- ever t:hot,ujht"we 

~Uve- iN\;L~ liJ:.e,.~ 
'P~tnt1:!.1Lyow I {eclt 

cv ~ bet:te,y. Voct"or~}' it} ­

W~L~tnhaNe-~ 
w~w~your vte¥\lEW­

We- CCU'\.I but" 'Py~ & tJrU¢ 
for we-~ iN\; God)}'~ 

Nov. 1940 - British defeat Italians in 
N. Africa 

1 December 1940 Florrie 
~yow for your n.i<;e.­

l.eftey. I know how worried-yow 
~{ecltCNbour~ 

We- haNe-jU¢ be.ew 
y~Ol'\tthe--Wi.Y~tn 

~ea-r~ .w I do- hope-yow will 
get"~feMJ ~forx~ 

Scu-cLh:}' rt:epwn:}' boy l.o1t 

( continued on page 11 ) 
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~ Li,fe,. i.t'lI (.{/ Aerop~whe-t'v i:C 
0Y~ Such(.{/~boy& 
~ 20 y~ofCUiJ€'. 

Edie:",~ ha.tL­
joit1.ed- up ~ he--w~over 
CUj}€/& wet'l.t"~the-~ 
Wet¥". 

lvty brother W UN~q~ 
~ro- U4) ~he--~h4-­
~ Ecic:.e-~~ro-UNe- wi.tht 
~.w-we-~aU.,nea¥ one­
~.~~ 
Set¥"ah" KCtt;e-& lvt~aU.,Uve­
lNW~fyomt~ 

British Cousins - Sarah & Alice 

25 February 1941 Sarah 
f1oryee- W~ i.t'lI ~wi.tht 

J~ - ~beefl,~f(rr 5 
wee4. ~whe-t'vwell;~ 
~~ro-SJ&ro-H01P~~ 

I {ecl! be.tt:-e¥ but- CGL+'t+'LOt" 
ffet' cWout: tn.«.dv. I cun;j~ 
~ro- ffet' out" i.t'lI fhe,~ 
cUY. I CGL+'t+'LOt" SJ& out" 01'V ~ OWl'\! 

~ i:C W not" wfe- f(rr themtthat" 
ca.t1I hurry let"alone-~that" 
j~CYCtWI,,~ 

Bombing of London continued through 
~ 	May 1941. 41000 British civilians killed 

and 137000 injured. 

5 November 1941 Sarah 

( continued from previous page) 

~.w-p~y~ 
LoW aU., i.t'lIy01.«"" PY~er. 

FLo- & Alice--"haNe-~ ro­
~wi.thtlvt~w~w70 
~INW~. The:Y "haNe-~ 
out"of LO"YI.dow f(rr yea..l.o/ i:C w~ 
Cewihle.- ord..ea.L 

13 November 1941 Florrie 
We-~Uv~wi.tht 

lvt~ 01.«"" othe¥ ~ i.t'lIthe­
COW1by 60 ~out"of Lcmd.ont 
f(rr the- t'Wle' ~ I CU11t 

~~befte,y. 
We- et¥"e-aU.,ty~~we­

~ not""haNe- wha;C we-cU.r~ 
~~~yea¥ i.t'lI 
Lcmd.ont ~ i:C w~ aU.,"too­
~but-~et¥"e-~ 
"towet¥"i4-br~~ Vumry 
~ be- 01.«""",. We-"haNe- hea¥cL 
y01.«""py~~t'~on 

the-Wir~- we-cMw~"'l4tew 

We-w~yow aU., the­
Comp~ offhe,Sea1CY\I& 
ty~~ that"f(rr one-& 
aU., we-~be- l-'l.ea¥er Pect.Cet & 
() yd.eY f(rr aU., i.t'lI the- New Yea¥. 

2 January 1942 Sarah 
p~ro-~ we-aU., 

ha.tL- (.{/ quiet' t'Wle' i+'lI "tow I'\! - tree 
fyomtaU.,~ 

FLo-"teL4-~ the-Vy ~ 
ce¥t"~her fi1:f(rr work;. I ~ 
her ro- t:uJ<.e,. awe-of~& try 
& ffet' (.{/ EU4Y job- -~ CGL+'t+'LOt" be­
ro-~yet: 

I {ecl! (.{/ ~of I'1..ef"\IEW 

- l'WVer ~ - God,. w~ro­
aU., - I'\&~~ 

Dec 7 1941 - Japan bombs Pearl 
Harbor. U.S.A. declares WAR. 

4 February 1942 Sarah 
Sorry ro-~ broth.e¥ Will 

w~very quee-r & ~ the­
Vod:or. He-~ not" be.ew well; 
~he--w~~out" - he 
~~~& h4--heme-­
i+'lI(cureN~ I~he­

Hitler attacks Russia . 

7 May 1942 Florrie 
~yow. I"haNe­

~the- (rnone:Y) ord.eY. 
CU11t ~yowha.tL-ro-~ 
~i.t'lI~ha¥cLt'~ 
ro-~the-~ro- »l.e( 

I t'hiWv we-~aU.,~, 
God,. W 01.«"" ~ i+'lI t'~of 
tyo-ubte-~well;~p~ We 
~do-well;ro- ye.m.embet­
~ 

13 May 1942 Florrie 
~~~very 

try~~ro-UNe- i+'4 but- we­
~aU.,do-01.«"" tiuty & awry 
01'V t'tll- Vid:ory w01.«"""'& Pect.Cet w 
Py~ 

Yow~~q~(.{/lot" 
ofcorre$p~ro-do-~ 

~"" wha;Cwi.thty01.«"" lO'tW& 
~INW~. 

We-do-aU.,w~& Py~ 
that" Wet¥" wou.l.d,. ~& eNery~ 
wou.l.d,. be-happy & e+1j'OYi¥\fj' Li,fe,. 
~ 

Alice--& I wt,U,,'be­
~ro- LO"YI.dow.wont -­
we- Juwe- be.ew ~~here- wi.tht 
~~f(rr7~ -- we­
d<mJt" wCUlt'ro-leaNe- 'he¥-e-~ the, 

COUt'\by w.w- rtice-: 
()ur poor ~heme- -­

thit1.Ju ofLoW"haNi¥\fj' (.{/ gcodt ~ 
~ up & ~the- tnO'lt'of 
the-~~ 

We-~ UJ<.,e-yow - ~ro­
"haNe- the-W~O1'Vro- 'heaf" the­

F01.«"" of01.«"" ~"haNe­
tJ,.e.re,~INW~. 

30 August 1942 Florrie 
II'\!~d4tY~ 


t'~ we-~ro- be-01.«"" ~& 

!jiNe- 01.«"" ~& .w- m.aJc.e,. Li,fe,. 

wortJ,.,. Uv~ 


I "haNe-~~ of 
well; dea¥ ~we-"haNe-~ ~wor~(.{/~d.ea.L~ y01.«""boy",~L~ Of

lot"ro-be-~f(rr after the­ i:t. GooiL ~ they were- i+'lI the 
( continued on page 12 )

Cewihle.-t'~we-"haNe-~ ~ or ~they wou.l.d,."haNe­
J.3 ____ . _ _ , . ), • . _ .~ . . • 4-4-_ 11 . - - . 

http:thit1.Ju
http:we-Juwe-be.ew
http:Cewihle.-ord..ea
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~~wqua;e,at\!~ 
for our L~& y()t.(.r}' ftr D-£welt 
cWour~~a¥e-~ 

Al'yatV~, ~WI'\,() 

JIl.ee.d,ftr w~n.ewl'~~l' 
~We- "he.a.¥ ~aU,O"nt~ yadio: 
flow d.«lL- We-~fe.clt 
witho-ut" it: 

I ht;we, ~~ l'teWl'ftr 
tcl1"yatVofS~ She.-w~ 
tak.e..ttt wor~ Cl/ rn.ontJ,., ~with, 
Cl/ ~e-& ~ lain" 1i..ke- tJu;tt­
w~OOi¥u,r~ftr~& 
ca-t'~ doe1,njt" £wet'\! k.tww 
a-t'I::)IQne( She.-w~ yemoved- ftr a 

N~fl~& no- o-ne.- W 
aUowed-ftr ~heY ~ for Cl/ 

wwm.ett.t: - - - It"would- be­
~ ftr k.tww }he.-~beew 
c.aU.eiL-fl~ftrRe1t: 

We- haNe- b-ee-w ~~the, 
~~we-haNe­
Yetun\ed-t"o-L~ ~ 
our poor oUL ~~ no­
windowl' inIyet: It" wvery d.<Mk 
& m.4e¥"~ - bur we-lUlL haNe­
Cl/ lot"ftr be-~for. 

~~j~now~ 
w~PutLlKlff heY b!a.clvout" up 
& ~hurtheY ~& badv, bur 
no-~were-~ She.­
C<M'U'\Ot"get" tNbotA.r. She.- w59 W­

~w~1NIijfO"nt for Cl/ bct.dt frxAL. 
15 November 1942 Florrie 

S~I'teW~ Sa¥~~ 
CtWCt:Y NovemlJe,y 13Ih. She.-~ 
b-ee-w ~for Cl/ ~tr,me, ­
~help~We-~ 
~GaiL he.-~ c;a,lled, heY ftr 
~ We-~aU,~heY. I 
CU1'I/ ~e-yatVw~~heY 
~ 

What" Cl/ lot" whapp~ 
~inI~w~ We-haNe­
beet'\! ~ftrour 'Bel4 
~~ for our V.:a-ory 
inI E$JYP"t S& lov~ ftr"hea¥ ~ 
there-l.onfr~ Sa¥~ 
wOfA.-ld,. haNe- enjoyed- "he.a.¥~ 
~bcl4-~. 

Cousin Sarah Westley died 13 Nov. 
1942. 

( continued from previous page) 

Nov 1942 - Russian forces start 
counter-offensive in Stalingrad. 

3 January 1943 Florrie 
We- haNe- b-ee-w ~~ 

w~~ 'BYOthe¥ inI n.v." ~ 
flw wtf-e-~ at\! uke.r inI~ 
~-~wout"of~ 
~iftil, now. 

I~Cl/v~ftrS~l' 
~£W& We-~~e-~heY 
for aU, heY love-& ~ftr 

I we-nt"ftr Church- th4­
~&enjoyed-~New 
Yea¥'l' ~(ce.,very tn.«.clv. 
YatVw~~~~Tea­
i+1.tyour ~ lett:er. We-~e­
haNe-t"o-be- very ~w~our 
2 OJJ ya:tuwv Cl/ week,- bur1i..ke­
mmt"other ha,ycWupl' we- haNe­
b-ee-w ~ ftr overcome-- the.m;. 

We-~ mUlvCl/ b4rPYohlemt. 
Shopp~W very cUffi.<;«U 

for (&l.:4-~~~ Very 
worry~bur if~wt"o-~~ 
Pecu;et ~we- aU, CU'B' PYCt:Y~ for, 
we- ~..wt"~burcarry 

flow~we-~ 
be- whefll ~CtW~'B lackt (Jut-~ 
no- m.ore.: I ~~ d..c:WIv 
~ -- aU,~~w~ftr 
work.t& thew come-- h.om,e,& ~ 
younelf inltU.l"yatV~ ba.c.1v ftr 
work.t~inI~~ 

14 March 1943 Florrie 
~~l'a¥e-da¥1v& 

liYea.ry. S& ~~&w.v~ 
~CU'B'aLwCt:Yl'happ~ 
It" waU, very ~& wm.et"'~ 
we- wo-nde-r- how ~~w~be­
b-efOre,-Pecu;et w~ inI 
our Worz.d,~ I hww we­
haNe-~t"o-be-~of 
whefllwe-~what-~ 

foU<;a¥e-~~ 
We- haNe- beew O"nt y~ 

now for ~tf,me., but; ~t-lL we­

~ftrget"~ 
~~wvery cUffi.<;«Uftr 
lhop~~~ It"~w­
~t"o-wcUt"ftrget"~. 

We-donft" ~out" inI~ 
£w~~of~'Bladv 
(Jut: 

P~w~yourphot:o: 
YatV look; ~1i..ke-~~ 
~ She.-~ beew ilL She.-l.iN~ 
~10~fyom;~-~Cl/ 
very n.ice-~&~d.e-t-v. 

(Juy h.om,e, wdiffeye.t1t" ­
~y~~t#. 

WiWl' ww tJu;tt-w~ i-f\I 

thatp~~beewD-~d 
ftrC~ We-~beew 

~forwa¥eLftr meet"'~ 
~ofourA~C~ 
burD-~~ w~aU,be- kept" 
w.fe- inlAfri.<;<M ](at:e)l'~'} 
~W inI E. Afyica./. Eeue:l' 
~l'~W 
~here.-~ flow lov~ ~ 
w~ be-for aU, whefllloved-~ 
a¥e- aU,ca-h.om,e, ~ 

May 1943 - war ends in N. Africa. 

2 July 1943 Florrie 
I w~p~ftrhea¥ 

fyom;yot.v, ~I~ 
p~yatV~Wyitte.w& ~ 
~~down.< 

I CU1'I/m.ore-~~ 
ftr ~ I CLmI ~ oUL w1f~ 

flow lov~ ~w~be-whefll 
aU,~'BOYl' CCU\I ~ftrtheiy 
OWnt~~& we-CCU\I be­
at- Pecu;et w£th, et.lL 

We- haNe- bee.w Uv~m.ore 
q~ofUtt-e- --~ 
~ I thU-tJvwe-(a,ye-very 
weUtU+'l.der ~~ 
~ 

22 January 1944 Florrie 
Iw~veryp~ftr 

/"'eCei>ve-your XI'J'I.Ct4-' careL, lett:er, 
p~& gi{t: I a-4o- /"'eCei>ved­
careL & !fift{r-rnw Ri.c.Juw~ T& 

thmJvthat-~aU,t:how 

~CtWCt:Y & whom- we- haNer 
never ~~~kuuJ.., 

~fort#. 
Mywor~~Wa¥~ 

ftr~O"nt~I l-up~ 
( continued on page 13 ) 
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we-~oo~ett:eft.Wfor w­
»UU'\}' v~ We-~ 
co-n.t'~ID-p~ for Pea..<;e-ID­
e.rui-cilLt:het(:er~~ 

We- haNe- cv lo'Lofyo-w­
boyl' over here-& Lt' would." haNe­
beew very ~ID- haNe-~of 
o-w-C~over here-: 

EcUeJl'~'l' 
~w~wOUf!l.ded, i.+'\I 

A~& ca.t'J1,€/ ~Uv.,t-year. 
Kat:e:l'~'l'~W 
i.+'\I E. Afri.c.<N& W hop~ ID-~ 
~ i.+'\I February. 

Yow, liJ<.e,. % ~ 
owo-w-yat"'~~we­
haNe-cv 1..ittte-~ t'l.OW & 
~ 

20 June 1944 Florrie 
It~w-m-~I 

haN.,/t YeCeiNed" cv letter fyo-wv 
yow. 

I haNe-~~ tteWl' 
for yow. My brot'he¥ lOlt"~ 
w i{et Uv.,t-Ap~wit'l-v caA'\Ce+'". He­
~beewvery~of~ ­
- he-w~bombe.d,. out" & lOlt" 
EW~& t'l.OW for ~wife 
t"o-]Xl# CLW~. 

We- n.a.a." .wme--lovciy 
py~erl' i.+'\I CYutrcJt-for cilL 01M' 

boyl'& ID-keep the,m,tyue-& 
br-cwe-ID-the,-end: flow Iovciy Lt' 
willt 00~whe-t'll pea..<;e­
com.e.:}' ID- ciUt. 

6 June 1944 - D-Day invasion of 
Normandy, France. 

6 November 1944 Florrie 
Dear C~'RicJw.,yci; 

I w~i.+1.d.ee.d-p~ tD 
YeCeiNe-yo-w- le:tte¥ & ~~ 
(ofyo-w- tnOtheY & her 
~~). 

I w~ lOYry ID- hea¥ yo-w­
Mathet-w~ i.+'\I poor heafth,& 
LtlI the,-h01p~ Al' Lt' W.wme-­
~LLtJ1.e'~yo-w- le:tte¥ we­
do-ty~~Wfully YeCOVered: 
~wye:tched" WCU'" It'rlL 

~ 0"Yl.< I do- thi-ttJv we- CU"e' cilL 
very weary of~a,wfuLm-~ 
It" W ~for o-w- boyl'& y~­
cilLp~~~ 

( continued from previous page) 

~L~ We-t"oo-~ID­
00 very ~ i.+'\I the,- fyont" lute. 
with.-w~we- haNe- ID-1jJO" 
~ burlt'rlLI ~not" 
dwelltt"oo-~ - wrciy the,­

e.rui-~00 i.+'\I WJht. 
June & Sep, 1944 - V-1 & V-2 rocket 
attacks on London, last ditch effort. 

Cousin Florrie and daughter Ada 

30 November 1944 Florrie 
Dear'Ri.du;wci; 

I n.eed" not""telltyoww~ 
cv ~ Lt' w~whe-t'll I YeceiNed" 
yo-w-AW MaiL I ruwer ~ 
yo-w- Mathet-w~w- illt whe-t'llyou 
w~pnwLo-t-w. I n.eed"ha.,y~ 
~ how.wrry we-cilLfecl"foryow 
i.+'\I yo-w-~Urn: P~ conNe:Y 
ID-yo-w-F~ & the,-~ o-w-

D~~ 
I ruwer ~whe-t'll 

~w~ m.e.- Uv.,t- thcLt" Lt' wotWi 
ooher Uv.,t-w~~ID­

She-w~~cvgood 
M~. A~we-haNe­
ruwer tnet; I feU~o-w­
le:tte¥ w~that;we-WeYE'l 

q~ nea¥ ID- 01'l.e-' cvn.othe.t-. 
Willt~ t'l.OW once­

~~o-w- Iove-& 
JO'mpcdhy. 

My mother, Emma Charlotte Buck 
Ebach, died 16 Sep. 1944. 

14 June 1945 Florrie 
Dear C~'RicJw.,yci; 

I ty~~willt~you 
wellt a.4o-the,- othe¥ m.emhet-l' of 
youy~. 

Suavcv lo'L of~ haNe­
hap~~~ Lt'wlovciy 
ID- thi-ttJv we- CU'"e- pea..<;e- o-n.ce.­
more-: We- onl:Y hope- that;the,­

WCU'" wit'l-vJapCU1.l willt~ co-me­
ID-cv ~ end: 

I a.tW hop~ID-1jJO" for 
~H~ wit'l-v cv ~ I'l£1(.t" 
wee1v, we- cilL fecl" a(te.r the,­
(:eryibUv m-cU.ttt ofWCU'" we- (AMI\I 

do- wit'l-v ~ 

12 April 1945 - FDR dies. 

7 May 1945 - Unconditional surrender 

by Germany. 


2 December 1945 Florrie 
Dear'R~ 

It"~t"~yuiU.y 

thcLt" th.4-- willt 00 o-w- tint'X ~ 
wit'l-v Pea<:e', w~ cv lo'Lof~ 
who- haNe- wrvwed" haNe- ID- 00 
~for. At"L~ I tft.U.tk 
we- CU'"e- apt" ID-for~& 
complai+'v. 

It" yuiU.y w ~ID-Uve­
wit:ho-ut w-mu,ch,~ & 
t:erYibUv~Jw.pp~ 

T~CU'"e- not" ~ 
Lmpyoved" ~~food.-, eID., 
bur wppOle- i.+'\Itt.m.e.-~willt 
~befte¥. We-CU'"e-~ID-~ 
~cvyat"'~forX~w-thcLt" 
willt~ cv bi:t: 

My~w~ 
pr-ep~ cvXI'J1.CVS-'P~ 
wit'l-v whcLt" fyuit: ~~ 
~ID-~ 

I hope-yow willt haNe- cv 
Jw.ppy X~ I ~ ho-m.e- 4­
not" the,-~wit:ho-utyo-w­
Mathet-. 

6 Aug 1945 - U.S. drops atomic bomb 
on Hiroshimo, Japan. 
14 Aug 1945 - unconditional surrender 
by Japan 

5 May 1946 Florrie 
Dear'Ridu;u-ci; 

Hope-yow~the,-~ 
CU'"e- we..l1 Tha.,n.Jvyow for the,­

XI'J1.CVS-'W~~~ 
A 1111 etfyCLi.d- n1.Olt" ofo-w­

foUv CU"e' It'rlLvery WCU'" weary. 

( continued on page 14 ) 

http:Tha.,n.Jv
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( continued from previous page) 

Al-'X~app~I Pe.cLCe/. People,.~...u,~ l& very1"he¥e--~ l& much,. ~...u,to-pld' 
{ecltI nu.W: ~Cl/fe,w ~ro ~&ffY~ & dcn!t" ~IDup withs what"wi.tht rat"l.0114'& 
yOU/. I D-AA' cillt ~ beew weU ~ to- workttoo-~ So-"/.ife-­

01'I.e-~or CLt'\.Othe.r. 
wi.thtyOU!& your ~ ~t" l& very p~for thc1,eWe-- J.u;uL.CI/ ~E~~ IfyOtVat'"e-~...u,~ t'hat"ny ha¥cL Good1r keep l&»0/ S~, who- we--~ed,.wi.tht L+tt 
for your~~ I CLmt w,re--yOU!CU'"e-­ ~e.t1M»e-- it'l-' CI/jofr to- m.ak,e..the-- COt.U\by, p~aw~. She" 
qua;-e, ~ a;C tt" t'lOW, ~~Lll· ~meet'for e.very~

w~ l& 'lc.irui-to-~whew we-- We.t"e' 
m.i.»-your dea.,y Mothe.t- very We-- at'"e- very happybombed.- out: 
~ ~ here--. My S~ a.rul,1"he¥e--~beew CI/ lot"of 

T~~~..u 'BYOthe¥ we--Uve--~& ~cWout-our gww c.om.i.nff our di.ffic.«l.t'~~ we-- have-- CI/ lot" ~e--& l& m.ak.e.- "/.ife--~~we-­to-your COt.U\by ~'BYid.e1r: 
to-be-~for. At"the-­We-- CU'"e--}tillt very ihortof 
~we--CU'"e--~er~ We-- have-- CI/ lot"ofyour~L+ttE~ - our shopl-' 
~very~ weathe.Y. It" 4- foUvL+ttE~&~we-­

at'"e- empty. 'Bid' I ~ we-- have-­
very lMl/J~to-D-cweIt& ~ have--Ct"ow~more--for the.much,. to-be-~for whew we-­
~ma.t'\:Y~~of.wm.e-~ S~ 

I ~we--~ec:t"~to-g.et' 
~too-q~. It"~beew 
~CLt'V uphuweIt, tW- d.oubt tt" 
walt be-yearl-'for we--~ 

16 October 1952 
MyDUt¥C~ 

Florrie 

I w~~to-hea.,y you, 
were--~1..t1.ftyour ~ L+tt 

yOU! ~ }tillt m.i.»-your 
Mothe.t­ -- C«nI ~whew we-­
have--J.u;uL.gcotLP~~ 
CU'"e--aLw~l-' CI/ recUt 1.o-w. 

UnpYOVe.m.e.tt4. orde.Y~& ~by t'lOW Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II on 

My father, Nicholas J. Ebach, died 24 
Aug. 1946. 

~at'"e- tnOret ~ for yOU/. 

Al-'YOU!~, l&~ 
~ we-- J.u;uL. pr~ed,.for 

2 June 1953. 

*****************.*******•••••••• 

1 December 1948 Florrie ci«¥i+1.fr the-- WCU'" have-- .wt' com.e.­
Dear COU#ttt 'Rl.cJu;u.-~ up to-our ~1.0114'~the-­

***************************************************************** 

The above excerpts from letters written from London, England contain not only world history but also a great 
deal of family history. October 22, 1952 was the last letter received (or last letter discovered) from my mother's 
cousins in London . Obviously these cousins have passed away, but their children, or their children's children 
may still be alive. For the past 15 months we have been trying to locate a living descendent, with no success. 
We are convinced it is easier to get family history about dead relatives than it is about living relatives. This 
September, we will be visiting London, and also attending an Elderhostel program called "Researching Your 
British Ancestors". With a lot of luck we may be able to locate a living relative. In any event, we are optimistic. 

***************************************************************** 

Midland Family History Center 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

The Family History Center is located in the LOS Church, located at the corner of Sugnet and Eastman 
Roads. Open hours are as follows: 

Wednesday &Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. 

The Midland FHC has vital statistics on all Michigan counties except Wayne County. They have many 
worthwhile data bases available with a volunteer staff willing to assist researchers. We should all make 
more use of this wonderful research facility . 

IMPORTANT WEB ADDRESSES 

MGS WEB SITE http://www.rootsweb.coml-mimgsl 

MIDLAND COUNTY GenWeb SITE http://www.usgennet.orglusalmilcounty/midlandl 

MICHIGAN GenWeb SITE http://www.rootsweb.coml-migenwebl 

LOS Church Family History WEB SITE http://www.•amilysearch.org 
***************************************************************** 

http:amilysearch.org
http://www
http://www.rootsweb.coml-migenwebl
http://www.usgennet.orglusalmilcounty/midlandl
http://www.rootsweb.coml-mimgsl
http:We--J.u;uL.CI
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MA Y 21, 2003 - MGS ANNUAL MEETING 


The Annual Meeting of the Midland Genealogical Society was held on May 21 in the Lounge of the Grace 
A. Dow Memorial Library. 

Kathy Bohl, delegate to the MGC, reported recent activities of the MGC. Senate Bill 0059, introduced by 
Senator George, will create an heirloom V.R . certificate program allowing people to obtain a certificate 
suitable for framing from the Michigan Department of Community Health. This bill may be of significant 
interest to genealogists. The MGC is co-sponsoring a free Genealogy Seminar on Saturday, October 18, 
2003 at the Library of Michigan in Lansing. 

Mary and Sheldon Levy, Membership Co-Chairs, showed a prototype of a MGS lapel pin 

Dave Russel~ Treasurer, presented a proposed Budget for 2003-2004. The budget was approved as 
presented. (see page 5 of this issue for a copy of the Budget) 

Bob Mass, President, has been working on the OBIT Project. He indicated that several volunteers have been 
typing data into the computer. He requested a need for interested volunteers to proof read material that has 
been completed. 

Ralph Hillman, Chair of the Nominating Committee, reported that filling a complete slate of candidates for the 
annual election of officers posed a challenging question this year. He posed the question: "Do our current 
Bylaws provide for a situation where more than one person fills an office?" In order to present a full slate of 
candidates for election to MGS offices, the committee presented a slate with two members as candidates willing 
to share the offices as Co-President and Co-Secretary. Ralph, therefore, proposed an amendment to the 
Bylaws to allow for the election of more than one person to fill a specific office. The proposed amendment is to 
ARTICLE IV, end of first paragraph, which will state, "One or more persons may be elected to the office of 
President, Program Chair, Membership Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and lor Historian provided the 
specific duties of each of the co-officers as defined in ARTICLE V are agreed upon and placed in the 
minutes of the first board meeting following their election." 

Editors' note: The above amendment to the Bylaws (page 3 of this issue) will be presented during the business 
portion of the September 17, 2003 MGS meeting. 

The following slate of officers was proposed and elected : 
Co-Presidents Fran Longsdorf and Jo Brines 
Program Chair Nancy Lackie 

(Committee: Floyd Andrick, Walter Bennett Jr., Terry McKane 
and Joan Somerville) 

Co-Secretaries Janet Crozier and Gloria Kundinger 
Treasurer Ron Snyder 
Membership Chair Loretta Waters 
Historian Gale Hock 
Delegates to MGC Kathy Bohl and Colleen Bennett 

Mary Branson, Program Committee Chair, introduced the speaker, Tom Mudd, a Saginaw Historical 
Preservationist. Tom is the son of the late Dr Richard Mudd and a great-grandson of Dr. Samuel Mudd. 

Tom's father devoted his life to researching the history of the Mudd family, as well as attempting to clear the 
name of his grandfather, Dr. Samuel Mudd. He "put together a massive book about the history of the Mudd 
family" that was more than 1000 pages in the early 1930's-1940's. 

Tom, however, chose to focus his efforts on the preservation of the oldest house in both Saginaw City and 
County. The house was built in 1844. Only three families have lived in the home. The first owner was 
Benjamin Cushway, a Frenchman, who was appointed community blacksmith by Gov. Lewis Cass in 1834. 
Benjamin served as blacksmith to the Chippewa Indians as well as to the settlers. He lived in the house until 
1866. The second family to live in the house was the Jacob Voigt family. Jacob was born in British India. He 
started a water and feed business on Niagara Street. About 1920 the house was sold to an Italian family 
named Nacarato. 

Tom was instrumental in forming the Saginaw County Historic Foundation. With funds from this foundation 
plus grants from several Midland Foundations, the Saginaw County Historic Foundation purchased the house 
for the purpose of restoring and preserving the house for future generations to see, to enjoy, and to learn about 
the history of their community. The original location of the house was on S. Fayette Street. In 2001, it was 
moved to Rust Park near the Anderson Water Park in Saginaw. The original architecture of the home was 
referred to as Greek ReviVal. Much of the restoration of the house has now been completed through the efforts 
of Tom and other members of the community. It is now open to the public, during specified times. 
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MGS APRIL 16,2003 MEETING SUMMARY 

President Bob Maas conducted a brief business meeting prior to the program. Ralph Hillman, Chair of the 
Nominating Committee, introduced the slate of candidates for MGS officers. Bob reported that the Genealogy 
Collection is in the process of moving from the Midland Room to the former Periodical Room location in the 
Library. He also announced that he would chair the new Seminar Planning Committee. 

Program Committee Chair Mary Branson introduced Helen Eichstaedt, speaker for the evening. Mrs. 
Eichstaedt is from Au Gres and has recently published the book "Alia Lizzie", the story of her GermanlRussian 
ancestors. 

Alia Lizzie was Helen 's husband 's great-grandmother. Alia had 16 children. Alia lived to the age of 89. Alia's 
family emigrated from an area in Russia where many German families had settled. In 1763 Catherine the 
Great, a German princess who married a Russian Czar, invited any German to immigrate to Russia and settle 
along the Volga River where the land was very fertile. Germans were excellent farmers. Catherine knew that the 
Germans would be able to make the land productive and provide food for the Russian people. These Germans 

were of three major rel igions - Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed, and they 
settled into communities along the river based upon their religion . Following 
the death of Catherine, the ensuing politics of the area forced the Gennan 
farmers to leave Russia. Subsequently many immigrated to North America. 

When these GermanlRussian immigrants came to America they all settled in 
the farmlands of Nebraska Later, some of the immigrant families learned that 
land located near Lake Huron in Michiganwas excellent farmland. Alia Lizzie 
and her family moved to the Au Gres area where they establ ished new farms. 
The city of Au Gres now has a large population of descendants from these 
original immigrant German/Russian families. 

As was typical of many immigrant families, they brought with them many 
stories about life in "the old country". Alia told Helen stories about her family. 
Helen was fascinated by the stories and kept a journal of everything Alia and 
other family members told her. She organized her journal by years. When she 
realized that her collection of stories might have Interest for other family 
members, the seed for writing her first book began to germinate. She used an 
old , portable typewriter to transcribe the notes from her journal. She only wrote 

during the winter months and found that it took her four years to complete. 

Once she completed the manuscript, an acquaintance from Ann Arbor offered to publish her book without any 
upfront financial support, which other publishers required. The original order was for 2000 copies and they were 
all sold within two years. She was able to pay the publisher $15,000 out of the proceeds. A second printing of 
2000 books was made and approximately 1000 have already been sold. 

Inspired by the success of her first book, Helen is now writing a second book about her parents' families. 

Following the program refreshments were served. Attendance was over 50 members and guests . 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 

Bill Harrington is editor of the Bay County Genealogical Society Newsletter, and is requesting assistance in his 
search for a 1939 era Map of the City of Midland He is seeking information about two restaurants located on 
old US-10 during that time period. One restaurant was called Day Light Tavern and the second was known as 
Tune Inn. Both were located near Bay City Road in the south end of town close to the Dow Chemical facility. 
Bill believes that one of these restaurants was owned by his father, George Harrington. In 1939, George 
Harrington was listed in the Midland City Directory at RR #4. If you have any information about either of these 
restaurants, please contact Bill at: 
2302 S. Nine Mile Rd ., Kawkawlin, MI48631 -9707. Phone: 989-662-2360, or via e-mail at 
<bharr2302@aol.com> 

PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

***************************************************************************************************** 

mailto:bharr2302@aol.com
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SOOKS FOR SALE 

meeting, at the Midland Genealogy Room, Grace A. Dow Public Library or by mail. Price of each book is 
$20.00 plus $3.00 for postage and handling. 

MIDLAND COUNTY OBITUARY INDEX (#1) -1872-1927. The book consists of 16,000 abstractions 
covering 55 years from the Midland Times (1872-1875), the Midland Sun (1892-1924) and the Midland 
Republican (1881-1927). The soft bound 238 page book is 8 1/2 by 11 inches. (50 copies remaining) 

MIDLAND COUNTY OBITUARY INDEX (#2) - 1928-1950. The book consists of 16,000 abstractions 
covering 22 years from the Midland Republican (1928-1937) and the Midland Daily News (1937-1950). The 
soft bound 238 page book is 8112 by 11 inches. Note: Both Obituary Books (#1 & #2) are available in as a 
package for $35.00. (90 copies remaining) 

MIDLAND PIONEERS, edited by Ora Flaningam. This book is a compilation of the most interesting 
genealogical, historical and humorous reprints from newspapers published in the Pioneer Record. The book 
is 6 by 9 inches, soft bound, 259 pages. (0 copies remaining, but orders being compiled at Genealogy desk) 

To ORDER A BOOK write: Midland Genealogical Society BOOK; Grace A. Dow Memorial Library; 
1710 W. St. Andrews Dr.' Midland MI 48640 

Meetings will be scheduled at 7:00 PM on the 
third Wednesday of the month in the Lounge of 
the Grace A. Dow Memorial Library. Programs 
for the fall will be as follows: 

Sept. 17, 2003 ­
Walter Bennett Jr., MGS member, will speak 

on "Computer Programs Useful in Genealogical 
Research". 

Oct 15, 2003­
Wilma Diesen, MGS member, will speak on 

"The Circumstances of Pomp". 

Nov. 19, 2003­
Gary Skory, MCHS Director, will lead a tour of 

the "New Midland Historical Museum". The 
meeting will be held at the Midland Historical 
Complex. 

No MGS Meeting in December 

Jan. 21, 2004 ­
"American Indian Genealogical Research" by 

TBA. 

Feb. 18,2004 
Quita Shier, MGS member will speak on 

"Warriors for the Union". 

March 17,2004 - Floyd Andrick, MGS member, 
will speak on "How to Conduct Oral Family 
Histories". 

April 21, 2004 -John Castle, Lansing, will 
speak on "Using Township Records" 

May 21, 2003 -TBA 

Refreshments & conversation 
will follow the program at all meetings 

Michigan Genealogical Council 
2003 ABRAMS Genealogical Series 

The MGC has sponsored a series of 6 Saturday 
workshops, each with a special subject, that 
focus on genealogical resources available at the 
Library of Michigan in Lansing. The first four 
meetings have been held and two remain. 

October 4 Genealogy and the Internet 

December 6 Polish Genealogy 


Cost is $10 per workshop. The 90-minute 
sessions begin at 9:15 am. For more details go to 

www.rootsweb.com!-mimgc­

**.*********..........** ** ...********** .... ,., ...........** ******* *** ** ** ** ............. 

Conferences, Workshops & Seminars 

September 27,2003 Grand Traverse Area 
Genealogical Society Fall Seminar 

Henry Z. Jones - Traverse City, MI 

October 18, 2003 MGC FREE Family History Month 
Seminar Library of Michigan, LanSing, MI 

12 Sessions: 4 @ 9:30-10:30; 4 @ 11 :00-12:00; 
4 @ 2:30-3:30 

Lunch with Speaker - "Clinton's Ditch: From 
New England to Michigan on th Erie Canal" 

Tours of Library & State Archives 
FREE - but $4.00 for packet and $6.00 for LUNCH 

Information & Form included with Pioneer Record 

November 8, 2003 Western Wayne County 
Genealogical SoCiety Fall Seminar- George 
Schweitzer, speaker 

Livonia Senior Center, Livonia, MI 
Contact: <Delpearl@aol.colTt> 

The following books. published by the Midland Genealogical Society, are available for sale at any MGS 

mailto:Delpearl@aol.colTt
www.rootsweb.com!-mimgc
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MGS OFFICERS 
2002-2003 

Co-Presidents Fran Longsdorf ....832-2838 
pstrlongsdor@chartermi .net 

Jo Brines . . .. 832-8312 
Program Chair Nancy Lackie .... ... 687-5327 

lacnan58@aol.com 
Membership Chair Loretta Waters ..... 832-1611 

Ljh 20@chartermi. net 
Co-Secretaries Janet Crozier . .. .. 631-9653 

jwcrozier@juno.com 
Gloria Kundinger .... . 631-0969 

gjkundin@yahoo.com 
Treasurer Ron Snyder ...631-0765 

resnyder@chartermi.net 
MGC Reps Kathy Bahl .. ... .. 839-9016 

kbohl30265@aol.com 
Colleen Bennett ... ... 832-8644 

bennett_wl@juno.com 
Historian Gale Hock .. ..689-3703 

hucksters@aol.com 
Hospitality Co-Chair Marcia Brandle .832-9430 

mkbrandle1 @chartermi .net 
Jane Doe 631-xxxx 

jdoe@xxxxx.com 
PR Editor .... .... .. .. ... Faye & Earl Ebach... 835-7518 

faeae@chartermi.net 

_ 

Pioneer Record is published quarterly (Sep., Nov., 
Feb. & Apr.) by the Midland Genealogical Society. 
Queries are free to members and should be sent to: 
PIONEER RECORD; Midland Genealogical Society; 
G.A. Dow Memorial Library; 1710 St. Andrews Dr.; 
Midland, MI 48640. We welcome genealogical 
material which would be of interest to the general 
membership. Articles to be included in PR should be 
submitted to the above address by the 15th of Aug., 
Oct., Jan. & Mar.. 

INFORMATION 

ABOUT 


MIDLAND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 


The MGS meets on the 3rd Wednesday of Sept., Oct., 
Nov., Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr. & Mayat 7:00 P.M. in the 
lounge of the Grace A. Dow Memorial Library, 1710 
W. St. Andrews Dr., Midland, MI 48640. Visitors are 
always welcome. Watch the Midland Daily News or 
local Midland MCTV, Channel 5 for upcoming 
speakers, dates and times. 

Membership dues are $14.00 for single and $17.50 
for a couple and can be paid after July 1, but must be 
paid by Nov. 25, to continue receiving the Pioneer 
Record. Dues may be paid at any MGS meeting or 
may be sent to the Membership Chair, Midland 
Genealogical Society at the MGS Room, Grace A. 
Dow Memorial Library, 1710 W. St. Andrews Dr., 
Midland, MI 48640 . 
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